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Project LAUNCH State Council August 5th Meeting 
Summary 

 The primary purpose of the August 5th State Council 
meeting was to continue development of the Sustaina-
bility Plan which was the focus of the June 3rd Joint 
Councils meeting.  There were 19 State Council mem-
bers present on August 5th.  As requested by the partici-
pants at the Joint Councils’ Meeting, presentations were 
also provided at the State Council meeting about Home 
Visiting & MIECHV, by Jeffrey Wynnyk, ODH and Medi-
caid Health Homes, by Afet Kilinc, OhioMHAS. In order 
to move the Sustainability Plan forward, the August 5th 
meeting was used  to review and vote on the priority 
issues and opportunities for the LAUNCH Sustainability 
Plan.  The information presented to Council members 
before the voting included key issues from these three 
sources:  1) The results of the June 3rd Joint Councils 
meeting priorities setting, 2) The LAUNCH local partners’ 
views, and 3) The Directors’ Grid issues.  Each Council 
Member was given three votes they could use for any of 
the issues and opportunities presented from the three 
sources.   
The priority issues and opportunities identified through 
the voting process are from highest to lowest votes re-
ceived:  sustaining the local/state partnership; from the 
Directors’ Grid – establish patient-centered medical 
home and integrate behavioral and primary care 
(including CPT codes reimbursement and State mental 
health administrative rule reform), reimbursement of 
telehealth CPT codes, and reducing use of unnecessary 
and expensive medication prescribing; Family Navigator; 
home visiting; system of care transformation through 
financing/funding reform; Building Mental Wellness; 
Children’s Telepsychiatry; and, workforce develop-
ment.  State Council leadership made the point that 
those issues and opportunities presented not receiving 
any votes will still be part of the Sustainability Plan and 
worked on, but those issues and opportunities receiving 
votes, especially the top vote recipients, will be the fo-
cus of the Sustainability Plan and will receive the most 
attention.  Both the State and Local Councils will contin-
ue to be involved in the creation of the final Sustainabil-
ity Plan and initiatives implementation.  There is already 
work underway to address the top issues which will be 
reviewed at the October 7th State Council meeting. 

 

RttT-Early Learning Challenge Grant  

ODH Update:  

ODH’s role in RttT is to provide Health Promotion Con-
sultants (HPCs) who will be responsible for serving as 

content experts in the development 
of health-related Professional De-
velopment (PD); using evidence-
based tools and standardized PD 
materials to address health needs 
of young children; and for deliver-
ing professional  development on 
the Early Learning and Develop-
ment Child Standards  modules of 

Physical  Well-being and Motor Development. Once 
hired, the HPCs will become part of a  multi-disciplinary 
cadre of trainers available to the Early Childhood work-
force.  A vendor was selected to oversee the recruiting, 
hiring, and management of the ODH’s 12 regional 
Health Promotion Consultants, as funded by the Race to 
the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant. That vendor is 
the Ohio Child Care Resource &  Referral Agency.     



 Care Coordina on 

Today, three agencies of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) – Administration for Children 
and Families (ACF), Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), and Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration (SAMHSA) – have come together to issue a letter to state directors of child welfare,    
Medicaid, and mental health authorities encouraging them to strengthen their efforts to address complex trauma 
among children and youth known to child welfare. The letter provides useful and actionable information about   
federal authority and funding streams, strategies for coordinating cross-system efforts, and good practices for 
integrating evidence-based screening, assessment, and interventions related to complex trauma.  

  

Read HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius’s blog post announcing the letter’s release: http://www.hhs.gov/
secretary/about/index.html  

  

Download the letter: http://www.medicaid.gov/Federal-Policy-Guidance/Downloads/SMD-13-004.pdf  

Three HHS Agencies Issue Le er to State Directors of Child Welfare, Medicaid, and Mental Health               

Authori es to Address Trauma Among Children and Youth Known to Child Welfare 

Human Trafficking and Ohio School Nurses 
The incidence of human trafficking is on the rise in Ohio, including the recruitment and 
use of children of all ages from Appalachian counties in Ohio.  The Governor created a 
task force to address this issue. Because many trafficked children attend school every 
day, the task force identified school nurses as key figures in the prevention, identification 
and intervention in human trafficking among school children. As directed by the          
Governor’s task force, the Ohio Department of Health School Nursing and Sexual Assault 
and Domestic Violence Prevention programs recently collaborated to provide a one day 
training to school nurses about this topic.  In preparation for the training, the programs 
convened a group of experts and developed the Ohio School Nurse Human Trafficking  
Protocol—the first of its kind in the nation.  The protocol, with information about how to 

use it, was introduced at the June training.  The conference was recorded and will be available online for               
independent study by nurses through the Ohio Department of Health. 

http://www.healthyohioprogram.org/en/sadv/School_Nurses_Human_Trafficking_Protocol.aspx  

 

Ann M. Connelly, MSN, RN, LSN, NCSN 

Supervisor, School Nursing Program 

Ohio Department of Health 

School and Adolescent Health 

Ann.connelly@odh.ohio.gov 

 

National Human Trafficking Resource Center 

Email: NHTRC@PolarisProject.org TOLL FREE   24 Hours/Day/7 Days/ Week 

Confidential   Interpreters available            1-888-3737-888                 
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ODH would like to share the great news 
about these two new Ohio Department of 
Mental Health & Addiction Services grants: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

>>> Ohio Tapped to Receive $10 Million 
Screening, Brief Intervention and Referral 
for Treatment (SBIRT) Grant 

The Ohio Department of Mental Health and Ad-
diction Services (OhioMHAS) has been awarded a 
5-year, $10 million ($2 million per year)         
cooperative agreement from the Substance 
Abuse and  Mental Health Services                 
Administration (SAMHSA) for a statewide  
Screening, Brief Intervention and Referral for 
Treatment (SBIRT) initiative. The federally-
funded program is designed to reduce morbidity 
and mortality of alcohol and drug use through 
early intervention methodologies that rely on the 
integration of medical and behavioral health   
approaches.  Among the strategies employed in 
meeting the program goal are: 1) training of 
physicians and other medical personnel in     
substance abuse screening, motivational        
interviewing and cultural competency, 2) using 
health information technology to improve the 
continuity of care, and 3) employing health   
navigators to assist with linkage to specialty 
treatment and to facilitate integrated medical 
and behavioral healthcare.  

 Integra on of  Primary & Behavioral HealthCare 
 

>>> Ohio Gets $4M to Help Youth with Mental 
Illness 

Ohio is getting $4 million in federal money to bol-
ster services for young adults with severe mental 
illness.  Ohio’s Department of Mental Health & Ad-
diction Services says the grant is part of the state’s 
effort to make it easier for young residents to tran-
sition between the child and adult mental health 
systems.  Department Director Tracy Plouck says 
young people often get caught between the two 
mental health systems, which have different poli-
cies and eligibility criteria.  The project will serve 
2,000 young people from 88 counties over the next 
four years.  The initiative will focus on treatment, 
education, employment and other areas.  The agen-
cy says less than half of Ohio’s young adults who 
need counseling after age 18 receive it.  By age 21, 
roughly a third receive the services. 



 

ODH is excited about the following announce-
ment made on July 25, 2013: 

HAUCK JOINS OHIO DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 
LEADS EARLY INTERVENTION PROGRAMS AS ASSISTANT DEPUTY DIRECTOR 

  

Columbus- Kim Hauck recently joined the Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities (DODD) as As-
sistant Deputy Director in the Division of Policy and Strategic Direction. Hauck is kicking off her role by 
leading DODD’s Early Intervention programs. She is managing the Department’s responsibilities for Part 
C, early intervention services governed by the 1986 federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA). Part C early childhood services are offered in Ohio under the Ohio Department of Health’s Help 
Me Grow. 

DODD coordinates with the Ohio Department of Health to ensure children and families gain access to Help 
Me Grow Early Intervention services throughout the developmental disability system in all Ohio counties. 
Among DODD’s primary leadership roles are: providing ongoing professional development; overseeing an 
effective and comprehensive evaluation process for families; and ensuring positive early intervention ser-
vices with a focus on evidence-based practices and serving children in natural environments. 

 “We’ve been making considerable improvements in our shared program management with Ohio  Depart-
ment of Health, so that we could meet both agencies’ goals of providing better guidance and more timely 
resources to our field,” said Monty Kerr, Deputy Director of the Division of Policy and Strategic Direction 
at DODD. “As we implement those improvements, Kim brings a wealth of experience as a tenured profes-
sional who has served individuals with developmental disabilities in many capacities. She knows their 
needs and understands the resources most needed by those who provide services, support and education 
for families.” 

Hauck most recently served as Director of Program Services at Hamilton County Board of  Developmental 
Disabilities, where she provided strategic leadership and oversaw daily operations of early intervention 
services for approximately 1500 children and families. She has served in various prior roles at the Hamil-
ton County Board over the past twenty years, including early intervention  specialist, curriculum coordina-
tor and special education teacher.  

Hauck holds a Bachelor’s degree in Special Education from University of Cincinnati and earned a Master’s 
in Educational Administration from Xavier University.  

DODD is responsible for overseeing a statewide system of supports and services for people with develop-
mental disabilities. The department’s mission is the continuous improvement of the quality of life for indi-
viduals with developmental disabilities and their families.  

 

### 

News Release 
Media Contact: Vicki Rich, Communication 

Office: (614) 644-0263 
Vicki.rich@dodd.ohio.gov 
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CHILD HEALTH CONFERENCE 

Wednesday, October 16, 2013 
8:45 am—4:45 pm 

Baker Center Ballroom, Ohio University Campus, Athens, Ohio 

Target Audience:  Nursing, Social Work, Counseling, Psychology, Teachers or others working with children in community 
health. 

AGENDA 

8:15 A.M.— 8:45A.M. - Sign In & Refreshments 

8:45 A.M.— 9:00 A.M. - Welcome & Introduction  

9:00 A.M.— 12:00 P.M. - The Effect of Toxic Stress on Children's Brain and Behavior, Presented by: Judy Cameron, Ph.D 

                                          Professor of Psychiatry and Director of Science Outreach at the University of Pittsburgh 

12:00 Noon— 1:15 P.M. - Lunch provided by IPAC 
 
1:15 P.M.— 2:45 P.M. - Session 1 
 
*   Medical/Legal Partnership: Connection to Health,  Presented by: Stephanie W. Harris, Director of Development,  

      Ohio State Legal Services Association 
 
*   Introduction to the Individual Lens of Bridges Out of Poverty,  Presented by: Teresa Varian,  BS 
 
3:00 P.M.— 4:30 P.M. - Session 2 
 
*   Universal School-Based Screening for Social, Emotional, and Behavior Challenges in Young Children,   

     Presented by: Julie Sarno Owens, Ph.D & Nina Andrews, MS 
 
*   Uncovering Culturally Competent Approaches for Reaching Appalachian Women about Health Issues,   

     Presented by: Holly Raffle, Ph.D, MCHES & Alison Murphy, BS, RD, LD 
 
Learn More and Register ($90.00) at:   http://www.ipacohio.org/conferenceregister 

Sponsored by the Appalachian Rural Health Institute (ARHI) and Integrating Professionals for Appalachian Children 
(IPAC) 

It is anticipated that this program will meet continuing education criteria for nursing, social work, counseling & psychology 

 

Workforce Development 
Workforce Development / Webinar Announcements / Upcoming Events 
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P r o j e c t  L A U N C H  N e w s l e e r  

A n n o u n c e m e n t s / U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s / W e b i n a r s  

 
OCTOBER 
Wednesday, October 2, 2013 
LOCAL Project LAUNCH Council Meeting 
Pomeroy Library in Meigs County Ohio.  
216 West Main Street, Pomeroy, OH 45769   
All state council members are welcome to attend 
 
 
Thursday, October 3, 2013 
6:30—8:30 P.M. 
Integrative Medicine and the Behavioral Treatment of Autism 
Presented by Allen T. Lewis, MD, Integrative Pediatrics of Ohio, LLC 
Learn about biochemistry, behavior/mood, genetic mapping and more! 
Registration required.  Call Linda McDonald, SOCIL  740-689-1494 Ext. 12 
Location:  Ohio University-Lancaster, Gallery—5th floor Brasee Hall, 1570 Granville Pike, Lancaster 
 
TUESDAY, October 22, 2013 
6:30—8:00 P.M. 
Walking Families Through Government Benefit:  Covering all ages from children to young adults 
Presented by:  Susan Sarlo, Individual Benefits Coordinator, Fairfield County Board of  
Developmental Disabilities 
Susan will start at the beginning and walk you through the process of signing your child up for benefits.  
Learn when you should be applying; where to apply; what you need to take with you; getting a feel for 
timing and when to expect responses; and getting your questions answered.  She will also discuss the 
changes that occur in various situations including when your son or daughter begins working and when 
parents tart pulling from Social Security. 
Registration required.  Call Linda McDonald, SOCIL  740-689-1494 Ext. 12 
Location:  Ohio University-Lancaster, Gallery—5th floor Brasee Hall, 1570 Granville Pike, Lancaster 
 
Thursday, October 24, 2013 
March of Dimes2013 Conference Series 
The Bridgewater Banquet and Conference Center 
Columbus, Ohio  
In partnership with: Council on Health Mothers and  
Funded by the Ohio Commission on Minority Health  

 
 
NOVEMBER 
Tuesday, November 12, 2013 
6:30—8:00 P.M. 
Music Therapy:  An Enjoyable Way for Children with Autism  
    to Express Themselves 
Presented by:  Erin Spring, MM, MT-BC 
Erin will discuss how music therapy engages children with autism and other disabilities in social, emotional, 
cognitive, communication and motor learning activities with families and peers. 
Registration required.  Call Linda McDonald, SOCIL  740-689-1494 Ext. 12 
Location:  Ohio University-Lancaster, Gallery—5th floor Brasee Hall, 1570 Granville Pike, Lancaster 
 
DECEMBER 
Monday, December 2, 2013 
1-3 P.M. 
STATE Project LAUNCH  Council Meeting  
Location TBA 
Columbus, OH    
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