
Autism Diagnosis 
Education Pilot Program 

(ADEPP) 2008 - 2011

The Five Steps, Outcomes, 
and Plans for the Future



Step One

Increase the Supply of PCP Screening 
for Developmental Delays, 
including autism

Concerned About Development Learning 
Collaborative 

- 108 Primary Care practices were trained between Sept 
2008 – December 2010; 74% of practices see >25% 
Medicaid

- 935 licensed pediatricians trained out of 2173 licensed in 
Ohio



Step One Continued
- Increase in screening from less than 15% to between 72-

90%
- In January – June 2011, 4 learning sessions held to 

introduce screening to PCPs; additional 115 trained
- Average % of kids who received ASQ at 9 months went 

from 13% to 85%
- Average % of kids who received ASQ-SE at 12 months 

went from 0% - 97%



Step One Continued
- Average % of kids to receive an ASQ at 18 months went 

from 13% to 83%
- Average % to receive MCHAT at 24 months went from 

20% to 90%
- All pediatricians who participated in QI Learning 

Collaborative participated in program for 8 months 



Step Two

Increase Resources for Who Can 
Evaluate and Diagnosis for Autism

Diagnostic Partnerships
- 31 counties formed community-based primary 

care partnerships between EI and PCP.
- 8 month reduction in lag time for diagnosis 
- Family satisfaction with diagnostic partnership 

was over 90% based on family survey
- 270 evaluations as of June 2010, 147 diagnosed 

with ASD



Step Three

Train Future Providers to 
Incorporate Today’s Education into 
Tomorrow’s Practice

Residency Programs
- All 7 Pediatric Residency Programs were trained; 

1 Family Medicine Residency Program



Step Four

Improve Care Collaboration
Working with Child Care Providers
-coordination of childcare providers to implement 

developmental screening in Step Up to Quality 
Sites and enhancing communication between 
sites and PCP

- 6 web-based modules conducted for HMG 
providers over the past year and trainings were 
recorded for future use by HMG



Step Five

Public Awareness Campaign
-Multi-media campaign developed, including billboards, 

television, radio, print, social media conducted over 4 
years.

-www.concernedaboutdevelopment.org has received over 
45,000 hits in past three years.



Ohio AAP’s Leadership Team –
Proposed Next Steps

5 New Steps Proposed June 2011
- Concerned About Development -Diagnostic 

Partnerships Learning Collaborative
- Concerned About Development – Social 

Emotional Learning Collaborative
- Concerned About Development – Online 

Screening
- Concerned About Development – PLAY Project 

Evaluation 
- Concerned About Development – Learning 

Collaborative



Questions?

Parting Thought from one of our 
Diagnostic Teams:

“One of our parents expressed a concern at her first HMG 
home visit; from the time she expressed her first 
concern to the date of diagnosis was under 8 weeks!  A 
MIRACLE!!! Under our old process in our community, 
she would not have even been seen for her first visit to 
address her concerns until at least 8 months. This 
program has truly been a success in our community!”


