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The How’s and the Why’s 
The 1, 2, 3’s of Developing a Successful  

Cribs for Kids® Program 



The umbrella under which falls: 
 

• Sudden Infant Death Syndrome 
• Accidental Suffocation 

• Entrapment 
•  Asphyxia  
• Neglect 
• Homicide 

• Hypothermia/hyperthermia 
• Metabolic disorders 

• Unknown 
 

Can be explained or unexplained; 
natural/undetermined 

SUID: Sudden Unexpected 

Infant Death 



 Sudden Unexpected 

Infant Death (SUID) or  

 Sleep-related Death is the 

#1 cause of infant death 

after the first month of 

age! 

Bedsharing and Infant Death 



• FACT: Half of the infants in the U.S. 

who die from sudden unexpected death 

do so while sleeping with their parents 

• Bedsharing and infant death is very different in 

the U.S. than it is in other cultures 

• If babies routinely sleep with their parents in 

other  cultures, they:  

• Use a firm mat on the floor 

• Have a separate mat for the infant 

• Do not use soft bedding 

 

Bedsharing and Infant Death 



April 15, 1992 

The American Academy of Pediatrics recommended that healthy infants: 

 

“when being put down for sleep,  

be positioned on their back or side.” 

 

December, 1996  

A revised statement by the AAP stated: 

 

“Back is best.” 

 

November, 1998 

Cribs for Kids® begins in Pittsburgh, PA. 

 

October, 2005 

AAP recommends: 

“Separate but proximate sleeping environment.” 

 

October, 2011 

AAP Revised Recommendations Released 

 

September, 2012 

NIH Releases Safe to Sleep Campaign 

Infant Safe Sleep Timeline 



1992 
Before ‘back to sleep’                          After ‘back to sleep’ 

 
 
8,000 babies died.   2,500 babies died. 

  
    

40,000+ babies’ lives have been saved 
by placing them on their backs to sleep!  

 

SLEEP POSITION for Baby 

(United States) 



 

Knowing is not enough: 

 we must apply. 

Willing is not enough: 

 we must do. 

                              …Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

Cribs for Kids® Motto 



Cribs for Kids® 

 
 

• Originated in Pittsburgh in Nov. 
1998 through the combined 
efforts of a steering committee 
consisting of public health, 

    political and business leaders  
    and members of the Allegheny 

County Child Death Review Team.  
 

 
• Goal was to supply Safe Sleep 

Education and the intervention of 
a crib to low income families 
 

 



To reduce the number of infant  

sleep-related deaths through safe  

sleep education and the intervention  

of a safe sleep environment 

Cribs for Kids® Vision 



Cribs for Kids®  Partners 

Total Number of Cribs for Kids® Partners: 450 



Who are Cribs for Kids® Partners? 
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Jennifer Lopez’s nursery 

What we’re up against…. 



Britney Spears places her infant son in a 
high-risk situation. 

Oops!... She did it again! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ik497BOynxs6CM&tbnid=uvtejpw-40aaDM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.tvguide.com/celebrities/britney-spears/photos/142873/64728&ei=EgOBUq7iLM7KsQSep4K4BQ&bvm=bv.56146854,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNFxXRAb14nswsPLzrJ6UsxauNo3qQ&ust=1384273034571212


• Graco® 

• Provide discounted 

safe sleep products 

• Named Cribs for 

Kids® the exclusive 

commercial 

distributor of the 

Pack ‘n Play®  

 

 

 

Cribs for Kids® Funding Plan:  

Other Sources of  Funding/Support 

• PITT OHIO 

• Provide free 

shipping of Graco® 

Pack ‘n Play®  

• Donated a forklift to 

the Cribs for Kids® 

Resource Center 



• Offering an incentive for completing a 

maternity program can encourage a 

pregnant woman to enroll in the 

company’s health plan  

Cribs for Kids® Partners:  

Managed Care Organizations 

http://www.gentechpgh.com/clients.

php 
http://www.pamco.org/about/ 

http://www.upmc.com 



• Benefits 

• Decrease in the number of 

premature births 

• Decrease injuries to 

infants placed on unsafe 

sleep environments 

• In 2010, St. Christopher’s 

Hospital for Children 

attended to 103 injuries to 

infants placed on adult beds 

 

Cribs for Kids® Partners:  

Managed Care Organizations 

http://www.upmchealthplan.com  



Cribs for Kids® Funding Plan:  

Special Events 
 

Breath of Life Stroll 
Third Sunday of July 

Sources of Funding:  Pledges & 

Sponsorships 

Participate in ours or hold your own 

Contact:  Heather Glaser – 412-322-5680 

Ext. 5 



• ABC Mini Grant Program 

• No-bid grant program 

• Each recipient received 

$5,000 worth of safe 

sleep products 

• $2,500 provided by  

Cribs for Kids® 

• $2,500 provided by a 

matching fund from an 

organization in the 

recipient’s community 

 

Cribs for Kids® Funding Plan:  

Other Funding 

www.luxebasics.com  



• Allegheny County Hospital Initiative 

• Began in 2008 

• Develop a partnership with the 6 birthing 
hospitals in Allegheny County  

• Deliver safe sleep education to every mother 

• Provide a Pack ‘n Play® to any mother who does 
not have a safe sleep environment for her infant 

 

 

 

 

Cribs for Kids® Partners:  

Hospital 



According to House Bill No. 

47, every mother giving birth 

in Pennsylvania must receive 

infant safe sleep education 

before being discharged from 

the hospital. The language of  

the bill is being adopted 

across the country through 

the advocacy of  Cribs for 

Kids® Partners. 

Cribs for Kids®  

PA Act 73 of  2010 

Pennsylvania House Bill No. 47 



Every parent is asked to 

acknowledge that s/he has 

received safe sleep 

education. The parent, 

hospital, and Director of  the 

Infant Safe Sleep Initiative 

each receive one copy of  

signed form. 

PA Act 73 of  2010 

Voluntary Acknowledgement Statement 



Step 1: Become a  

 Cribs for Kids® Partner 

1. Complete the 

Partner 

Application  

2. Complete the 

Trademark 

License 

Agreement 

 

Both forms are available at 

http://cribsforkids.org/become-a-partner/.  

 



What are the Benefits of  Being a 

Cribs for Kids® Partner? 

• Safe Sleep Products 

• Crib Distribution 
Program 

• Cribs for Kids® Toolkit 
• Educational Brochure 

• Product Order Forms 

• Standardized Forms 

• Grant- and Legislation-Writing 
Language 

• Networking and Support 

• National Conferences 



Safe Sleep Products 

Graco® Pack ‘n Play® 

$49.99 

• Compact 

• Easy to assemble  

• Exclusive Cribs for Kids® 

SKU Number 

• The Pack ‘n Play® cannot be 

returned to any retail store 

• Portable 

• Safety-approved 

 



Cribs for Kids® Crib Sheet  

with Safe Sleep Message 
$7.50 

Safe Sleep Products 



Halo® SleepSack™ Wearable Blanket 
$14.99 

Safe Sleep Products 



Philips Soothie® Pacifier 
$3.00 

Safe Sleep Products 



Charlie’s Kids Foundation 

http://charlieskids.org/


Safe Sleep Survival Kit 

INCLUDES: 

• Graco® Pack ‘n Play® 

• Halo Sleep Sack 

• Pack ‘n Play® Sheet with Safe Sleep     

   Message 

• Safe Sleep Photo Magnet 

• Philips Soothie Pacifier 

• Safe Sleep Educational Materials 

•  “Sleep Baby Safe ‘n Snug” Children’s  

    Book 

https://www.nichd.nih.gov/publications/pages/pubs_details.aspx?pubs_id=5831
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/publications/pages/pubs_details.aspx?pubs_id=5805
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/publications/pages/pubs_details.aspx?pubs_id=5830
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/publications/pages/pubs_details.aspx?pubs_id=5833
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/publications/pages/pubs_details.aspx?pubs_id=5806
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/publications/pages/pubs_details.aspx?pubs_id=5832


Crib Distribution Program 

Cribs for Kids® 

Resource Center 

810 River Avenue 

Pittsburgh, PA 15212 

 



FREE  SHIPPING! 



Cribs for Kids® Toolkit: 

Educational Brochures 

Safe Sleep Brochure (Available in English and Spanish) 

 

ABCs of Safe Sleep Brochure (Available in 

English) 

 



Cribs for Kids® Toolkit: 

Product Order Forms 

In addition to the Product Order Form, there is an  

Educational Product Order Form, a Car  

Seat Order Form, an Event Display Order Form,  

and a Safe Sleep Ambassador Order Form.  



The Safe Sleep Questionnaire and Pre- and Post-Test Survey will 

help you learn about the person you have educated and 

assess the person’s knowledge of  infant safe sleep.  

(Available in English and Spanish) 

Cribs for Kids® Toolkit: 

Standardized Forms 

Questionnaire and Pre- and Post-Test Survey 



Cribs for Kids® Toolkit: 

Standardized Forms 

The Hold Harmless Agreement indemnifies Cribs for Kids® from all 

claims or losses accruing or resulting from any claim of  injury or 

damage as a result of  act or omission involving the placement and/or 

use of  the portable cribs provided within the Cribs for Kids® Program. 

(Available in English and Spanish) 

Hold Harmless Agreement 



The Safe Sleep Checklist will help you make sure you 

have provided comprehensive safe sleep education. 

(Available in English and Spanish) 

Cribs for Kids® Toolkit: 

Standardized Forms 

Safe Sleep Checklist 



Logic Model 

Grant-Writing Language 

Cribs for Kids® Toolkit: 

Grant-Writing Language 



• Provide safe sleep education 
to community members 

• Challenge the community 
members to educate other 
community members 

• Who can be a Safe Sleep 
Ambassador? 
• Child Protective Services 

• Community-Based 

Organizations 

• EMS and First Responders 

• Managed Care Companies 

• Medical Professionals 

• Religious Communities 

• Parents and  

Grandparents 

Cribs for Kids® Partners:  

Safe Sleep Ambassador Program 
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Since 1998, all of the infants who have 

been properly placed in a Graco®  

Pack ‘n Play® from the Cribs for Kids® 

Allegheny Hospital Initiative have 

celebrated their first birthdays.  

Conclusion 



More children die of SIDS in a year than 

all children who die of cancer, heart 

disease, pneumonia, child abuse, AIDS, 

cystic fibrosis, and muscular dystrophy 

combined . . .  


