


What is a Food Recall? (FDA)

“Recalls are actions taken by a firm to 
remove a product from the market. Recalls 
may be conducted on a firm's own 
initiative, by FDA request, or by FDA order 
under statutory authority.”
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Recall Causes
Illnesses linked to a food product
Contamination found in a food 
product
Under processing of a food product
Undeclared ingredient
Mislabeling issue
Food allergen issue
Inferior imported food products



FDA - Recall Classification 

Class I
recalls are for dangerous or defective 
products that predictably could cause 
serious health problems or death. 
Examples of products that could fall into 
this category are a food found to contain 
botulin toxin, food with undeclared 
allergens. 



FDA - Recall Classification

Class II
recalls are for products that might cause a 
temporary health problem, or pose only a 
slight threat of a serious nature.
One example  is a ready to eat product 
contain undeclared  ingredient  such as 
color, FD&C Yellow #5.



FDA - Recall Classification

Class III
recalls are for products that are unlikely to 
cause any adverse health reaction, but 
that violate FDA labeling or manufacturing 
regulations.
Examples might be a container defect 
(plastic material delaminating or a lid that 
does not seal); off-taste, color, or leaks in 
a bottled drink, and lack of English labeling 
in a retail food. 



FDA Recall Notification

FDA notifies the firm of the classification 
and necessary changes in its recall 
strategy, including the need for press 
releases for those recalls conducted 
voluntarily.



FDA Recall Notification

FDA publishes all recalls on the FDA 
Internet site and ensures that the public is 
warned about products that are hazardous 
to health. 

FDA distributes recall information to other 
federal and state government agencies 
and to foreign governments. 





If…

Firm refuses to recall or sub-recall after 
being requested to do so by the FDA; 

Firm fails to complete a recall in a timely 
fashion; and, 

FDA has reason to believe that a recall 
strategy is not effective 



FDA may take further action…

further public warning, 
multiple seizures, 
and injunction. 



ODH/ODA Role 

Monitor FDA for food recall information 
( FDA stated that their website reported 48 

million hits for the time period) 
Distribute food recall information 
Post food recall information to each 
agency’s website 



ODH/ODA Role 

Primarily class I recalls – some class II
Product distribution is considered  
Bordering states
Internet sales & mail order 
Link to an outbreak investigation






