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FDA recalled 3,916 peanut butter-containing
products…and counting as of June  12, 2009



Broad in Scope…

This was an ingredient-driven outbreak, 
in which a contaminated ingredient 
affected many different products that are 
distributed through multiple channels and 
consumed in multiple settings.



A Wide Array of Products Implicated

Peanut butter and peanut paste are 
common ingredients in cookies, crackers, 
cereal, candy, ice cream, pet treats, and 
other foods. 



Peanut butter—unsafe?

Salmonella can survive in peanut butter
products that receive typical food
processing temperatures.

Questionable environmental health 
inspection findings.



Potential for Additional Illnesses

Illnesses will continue to occur if 
people eat recalled peanut butter-
containing products
Long shelf lives, still in households
Consumers should check for recalled 
products and discard them



Intervention

Retailers
Stop selling recalled products. 

Directors of Institutions and Food 
Service Establishments
Ensure that they are not serving recalled 
products.



Consumer Advice



Consumer Advice (continued)

Source: The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention





What is a Food Recall? (FDA)

“Recalls are actions taken by a firm to 
remove a product from the market. Recalls 
may be conducted on a firm's own 
initiative, by FDA request, or by FDA order 
under statutory authority.”


