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Ohio Child Fatality Review

• Established by law in July 2000

• Each county must establish CFR board

• Must review deaths of all children under 
18 years old residing in that county



Ohio CFR Mission

To reduce the incidence of 
preventable child deaths in Ohio



Ohio CFR Reporting
http://www.odh.ohio.gov/healthresources/

reports/healthReports.aspx



CFR Data for 2005 Deaths

1,725 Reviews

91 percent of the 1,892 deaths recorded in 
Ohio Vital Statistics



Reviews of 2005 Deaths, by Age
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What is SIDS?

Sudden death of an infant 

• Under 1 year of age  
• Remains unexplained after a thorough case 

 investigation: 
– a complete autopsy

– examination of the death scene

– review of the clinical history

Willinger

 

et al., 1991



57 SIDS deaths among 1,725 deaths reviewed

• 93% between 1 and 6 months old, with the peak at 
 2 months

• 18% black infants

• 61% boys

CFR
 
Findings

 
from 2005 Deaths



Number of Reviews of SIDS Deaths by 
 Age in Months
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Risk Factors ‐
 

Environment

• 40% were in cribs and bassinets

• 33% were in particularly unsafe locations:  
 adult beds, couches, chairs

• 21% were sharing a sleep surface with an 
 adult or another child



Risk Factors ‐
 

Health

• 18% were low or very low birth weight, 
 below 2,500 grams, compared to 10% in 

 the population

• 18% were born at 37 weeks or earlier,
 compared to 15% in the population



60 percent of the babies who 
 died of SIDS were exposed to 
 cigarette smoke, including 
 47 percent who were exposed 
 in utero.



Trends for Reviews of SIDS
 Years of Death 2002 ‐

 
2005 



Child Fatality Review and 
 Sleep‐Related Deaths

Case Definition



CFR Findings for 2005 Deaths

• 216 reviews of infant deaths while in a 
 sleeping situation

• Excluded those with specific medical 
 conditions

• Excluded those with specific external causes, 
 such as fire and poisoning

• 174 sleep‐related infant deaths, 
 including SIDS



Sleep‐Related Infant Deaths

• 89% before 6 months of age, with the peak at 
 1 month

• 36% black infants

• 59% boys



Reviews of Sleep‐Related Deaths by Age in 
 Months



Reviews of S‐R Deaths by Cause



Cause of Death

• 59% of all the suffocation deaths for all ages 
 were sleep‐related infant deaths

• 37% of sleep‐related reviews indicated cause 
 of death unknown or undetermined

• An autopsy had been performed in 97% of 
 the cases





Risk Factors of Sleep‐Related Deaths 

• 26% were in cribs or bassinets

• 53% were in particularly unsafe locations: 
 adult beds, couches, chairs



Risk Factors of Sleep‐Related Deaths

• At least 48% were sharing a sleep surface 
 with an adult

• Additional 10% were sharing with another 
 child



Bedsharing

If the SIDS deaths are excluded, at 
 least 71% of the sleep‐related 

 infant deaths were sharing a 
 sleep surface with an adult or 
 another child.



Impact of Sleep‐Related Deaths
 on Infant Mortality

• 16% of all infant deaths reviewed are sleep‐
 related

• Larger percentage than any other single 
 cause of death except prematurity

• 42% of the post‐neonatal deaths reviewed 
 are sleep‐related



Reviews of Post‐Neonatal Deaths by 
 Cause

Sleep‐
Related
42%

All 
Other 
Causes
58%



Target Risk Factors

Exposure to smoke – 46%

Unsafe sleep locations – 53%

Sharing sleep surface – 58%



CFR Process

• Presentation of relevant information

• Identification of contributing factors

• Development of data-driven 
recommendations

• Implementation of recommendations



Examples

• Franklin County 

• Cribs Programs

• Cuyahoga County

• Local Partners



Future Directions

• Continue to improve data quality
• Continue to foster community 

partnerships and collaborations
• Trend studies
• More complex analysis using 

multiple-year data
• Linking of CFR data with other data 

sets



Mission

To reduce the incidence of preventable 
child deaths in Ohio



CFR Staff at ODH

Jo Bouchard, Bureau Chief

Amy Davis, Program Administrator

Jillian Garratt, Researcher

Merrily Wholf, Program Coordinator
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