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Meeting Notes 
August 13, 2015 

August Location: OCOSH Pickerington, Ohio 
 

 

Meeting facilitated by OIPP Chair Nicole Hodges 
Attendees:  Amanda Kelly,  Courtney Hudson, Sarah Hopperton, Judy Hirshfeld, Michelle Lydenberg,   Jane 
Acri, Ann Probasco, Allisyn Leppla, Tasha Catron,   Elizabeth Warren, Jolene DeFiore-Hyrmer,  Kara Manchester, 
Mbabazi Kariisa, Sara Morman,  Pam Rudolph, Trina Dickerson, Judi Mosley,   Ann Smith,  Amy Bennett,  Jamie 
Weaver, Bre Haviland,  Lauren Stenger, Nicole Hodges, Robert Martin Jr. ,   Alan Wedd, Bonnie Nelson, 
Christine Margales, Hayley Southworth, Barb Kowalski, Natalie Karn, Katelyn Yoder,  Michelle Smith, Lindsay 
Sanders, Lisa Shoaf,  Tia Gulley, Ron Henlein, Cynthia Hudson, Phyllis Schoenberger,  Rita Haider, Nicole 
Scheisler, Danice Mohler, Tom Dilling, Lili Reitz, Megan Hatta, Andrew Sokolnicki, Andrea Boxill, Christine 
Courtney, Zandra Anthony, Gina Veres, Rae Grady, Carol Powell, Kathy Hill, David Garcia, Erin Winstanley, 
Renecca Mashai, Amanda Storer, Merrily Wholf, Jessica Saunders, Tim Erskine, Ryan Frick, Natalie Haslage, 
Geneva Sanford, Andrew Bala, Bryan Zofki, Mitchell Briant, Bharna Singichetti, Kathryn Coxe, Andrea 
Schwiebert, Joe Stack, Andrea Neuman Taddei, Christina Aldridge, Bill Dunlap, Kathy Yokum, Kathleen Grella, 
Aspen Fink, Vince Caraffi, Andrea Schweibert, Karisa Harvey, Elayne Biddlestone, Nancy Zojana, Pam Rudolph, 
Luke Werhan, Kelli Redd and Ginger Yang. By conference call: Rita Spahlinger, Erika Malis, Heidi Deane and 
Rebecca Geyer. 
 
Nicole welcomed all members present. 
 
All members introduced themselves 
 
OIPP Leadership Team Update: Nicole Hodges 

 Bylaws have been updated and the membership will have the opportunity to vote on them at the 
annual meeting.   

 Strategic Plan has been reviewed and it has been determined a bridge plan will be utilized for 2016 
with the plans of the action groups.  During the 2016 calendar year the OIPP membership will be 
engaged in   developing a plan beginning in 2017.   

 A new chair elect will be selected at the annual meeting in November 2016.  Please feel free to send 
nominations to the leadership team. Liz Warren will be the chair for 2016. 

 Nicole informed the group the Champion and Promising Practices Awards will be given this year at the 
November meeting so nominate those in your community or injury area that have been doing great 
work or gone above and beyond. The nomination forms will be forwarded to the membership by e-
mail and will also be available at the OIPP webpage http://www.healthy.ohio.gov/vipp/oipp/oipp.aspx 

 The next meeting will be Friday, November 13th and we will be meeting at the Ohio Fire Academy 8895 
E. Main Street, Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068.  We should have more space and there is a cafeteria on 
grounds. 
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Violence and Injury Prevention Program (VIPP) Update: Jolene Defiore-Hyrmer  

 Injury Priorities-VIPP has several pilot projects on going with partners to assist with our injury 
priorities. The first pilot project is with the RAMA Consulting Group and Ohio Health for 
implementation of the Stopping Elderly Accidents, Deaths, and Injuries (STEADI) Tool Kit into health 
care practices.  The pilot is going well and Ohio Health has integrated STEADI into the electronic 
medical record. This pilot will give ODH and OIPP an opportunity to identify best practices, lessons 
learned, and integration of falls assessment into the electronic record.  The second pilot project is with 
the University of Dayton for Traumatic Brain Injury and the implementation of a Return to 
Learn/Concussion Team Model.  The pilot will take place in three school sites. 

 Data Products-Updated fact sheets about fire arm deaths and suicide are currently being finalized as 
we are working on the final drafts of death data for the National Violent Death Reporting System 
(NVDRS).  These reports will be available at http://www.healthy.ohio.gov/vipp/data/datapub.aspx 

 Ohio Department of Health (ODH)-VIPP is currently working with ODH on the State Health 
Improvement Plan (SHIP).  The SHIP is utilized for the Public Health Accreditation Board in order to 
achieve accreditation.  Injury is a part of the SHIP.  The previous SHIP focused on infrastructure and 
gaps and moving forward concentrates on objectives and health outcomes to reduce injury deaths and 
incidences.  The SHIP emphasizes the following injury priority areas: Prescription Drug Overdose in 
sustaining rates by increasing access to Naloxone and increase usage of the Ohio Automated RX 
Reporting System (OARRS); Falls among older adults in reducing fatalities by implementation of STEADI 
and increasing capacity for mobility; Child Injury the focus is currently child passenger safety.  The 
current plan is a bridge plan and local partners will be invited for the new SHIP planning.  The new SHIP 
planning coincides with our OIPP state planning for injury. 

 

Action Group Updates   
 
Infrastructure-Level Groups 

 
Data Action Group (DAG)-Mbabazi Kariisa 

 The Data Action Group had the following presentations at their last meeting on June 18th: Kenneth 
Steinman of the Ohio Family Violence Prevention Project on child maltreatment, domestic violence, 
and elder abuse; Kristina Nicholson of the Department of Public Safety on the results of the Ohio 
Statewide Citizen Attitude Survey regarding community-police relations. 

 The next meeting will be held on September 18th from 1-2:30 at the Ohio Department of Public Safety. 
Presenters will be: ODH and trends with drug overdose deaths, county level data and emerging trends; 
a presentation on OARRS data. 
 

Professional Development and Capacity Building Group (PROCAP)-Pam Rudolph 

 PROCAP met and the following subcommittees are in process: Professional Development, Member 
Communications, and Member Outreach. 

 Today the action group subcommittee chairs will meet to work on strategic planning. 

 Membership update: 40 members have joined since the May meeting; 6 members have asked to be 
removed from the OIPP.  We have had a net gain of 34 members. 

 
Injury Prevention Policy Action Group (IPPAG)-Sara Morman 

 The OIPP is currently working on the 3rd edition of our guidebook for policy makers to highlight the 
burden of injury in Ohio and offer evidence-based policy solutions. A copy of our most recent guide, 
“Preventing Injuries in Ohio: A Resource for Policymakers, 2013-2014 Edition,” can be accessed here:  
https://sites.google.com/site/ippaag/home/guide.  For the 2015-2016 guide, OIPP members would like 
to again highlight the personal stories of Ohioans who have been impacted by injury and violence.  We 
have stories for every injury are with the exception of Child Passenger Safety (Booster/Car Seats).  If 

http://www.healthy.ohio.gov/vipp/data/datapub.aspx
https://sites.google.com/site/ippaag/home/guide
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you have a story about child passenger safety please contact Nichole Hodges (614) 355-5870 or 
Nichole.Hodges@NationwideChildrens.org.  

 Nicole Hodges has updated the legislative tracker which follows legislation pending concerning our 
injury priority areas.  Some of the items covered are the increased distribution of naloxone, the 
Graduated Driving License (GDL) and the budget bill.  For a copy of the most recent tracker please 
contact Nichole Hodges. 

 IPPAG will be working with the Older Adult Falls Prevention Coalition on a policy implementation with 
insurance companies.  A letter will be drafted to encourage covering exercise prevention such as Tai 
Chi or Matter of Balance. 

         
Priority Injury Action Groups Reports 
 
Prescription Drug Abuse Action Group (PDAAG)-Judi Mosley 

 HB 4 (Sprague and Rezabek) was signed into law on July 16th by Governor Kasich.  The law took effect 
immediately, allows for the following: Permits a physician to authorize one or more individuals to 
personally furnish a supply of naloxone pursuant to a protocol; Authorizes a pharmacist or pharmacy 
intern under the direct supervision of a pharmacist to dispense naloxone without a prescription in 
accordance with a physician-approved protocol; Permits a local board of health, through a physician 
serving as the board's health commissioner or medical director, to authorize the protocol for 
pharmacists and pharmacy interns working in that board of health’s jurisdiction.  To assist with the 
implementation of this law, the Board of Pharmacy has developed a dedicated web page, 
www.pharmacy.ohio.gov/naloxone, which features a number of helpful resources including guidance 
documents, patient education materials and a sample protocol.  This page also includes a guidance 
documents personally furnishing naloxone that should be helpful to any Project DAWN sites. 

 The PDAAG is continuing to focus on two priority areas that were chosen through discussion and 
consensus at the February meeting. 

o Harm Reduction:  

 Promote the dispensing of naloxone by pharmacists without a doctor’s prescription 
was successful with the passage of House Bill 4.  This will allow the harm reduction 
committee to promote access to naloxone with pharmacists, pharmacy interns, local 
health departments and Project DAWN programs 

 Promote Project DAWN, other harm reduction programs and Promote proper drug 
disposal: drug drop boxes, drug take back events. 

o Education of Health Care Providers: 

 Promote the use of the opioid prescribing guidelines and OARRS through various 
venues and the use of online and other tools for education about opioid prescribing 
and substance abuse. 

 Promote education about substance abuse and proper prescribing in professional 
schools and residency programs. 

 At the PDAAG meeting today Nicole Schiesler, Prevention First! in Cincinnati, will speak on the topic of 
engaging partners for prevention of prescription drug abuse. 

 Promotion of PDAAG & Project DAWN:  Judi was requested to develop a proposal for a workshop for 
the National Association of Social Workers (NASW)/Ohio Chapter conference in Ohio in November.  
This proposal was accepted and Judi and Andrea Boxill, Deputy Director, GCOAT will present the 
workshop on November 12th. 

 Project DAWN: Increases to grow: there are 30 programs in 24 counties that are community based; 16 
that are hospital or treatment based including the 6 state psychiatric hospitals. 

 Awareness events:   

mailto:Nichole.Hodges@NationwideChildrens.org
http://www.pharmacy.ohio.gov/naloxone
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o International Overdose Awareness Day – August 31 – Ohio events in Newark, Kent and 
Portsmouth. 

o Shatterproof! – Event on 8/6:  Allisyn Leppla, Cuyahoga County rappelled down the Sheraton 
Hotel in Columbus at an event held to raise awareness and dispel the stigma associated with 
addiction. 

 Legislative Update:   
o 911 Good Samaritan Law-Pending-Not included as part of HB 4.  
o Prevention of blood borne infectious diseases:  Language was included in the new state budget 

that permits local health departments to implement programs for the prevention of “blood 
borne infectious diseases” (aka syringe exchange programs). At present it is unclear as to how 
this will work and there is a pending challenge to this from a local prosecutor. 

 
Child Injury Action Group (CIAG) – Amanda Kelley  

 Remember to “like” on Facebook 

 The CIAG has received 61 new members in 2015. 

 Currently focusing on infrastructure and addressing the strategic plan.  The CIAG will continue its’ work 
with the Ohio State University College of Public Health-The Center for Health Outcomes Policy & 
Evaluation Studies to begin work on phase 2 of the planning process. 

 Holding conference calls in the off months from meeting for wheeled sports, sports TBI, teen driving, 
infant safe sleep and child restraint. 

 There are new changes to the Graduated Drivers License effective July 1, 2015.  A list of the 
requirements can be found at http://www.drivertraining.ohio.gov/drivers_corner/july2015/drivers-
corner.asp 

 The CIAG will be involved in the pilot project with the University of Dayton for TBI and the 
implementation of a Return to Learn/Concussion Team Model.  The pilot will take place in three school 
sites. 

 
Ohio Older Adult Falls Prevention Coalition-Liz Warren 

 Brenda Rock took a new position and the Union County Health Department is currently seeking to fill 
the vacancy of the Ohio Older Adult Falls Prevention Coalition by September or October. 

 The coalition has also been planning the Fall Prevention Symposium: Strategies to Address the 
Epidemic in partnership with The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center.  The symposium will 
take place November 6, 2015 at the Crowne Plaza North in Worthington and will focus on multi-
disciplinary strategies used to prevent older adult falls to include: mobility/exercise, health care, and 
home environment.  Exhibitor applications are available. 

 The Coalition has added a new STEADI Workgroup which is meeting regularly to assist with the 
implementation of STEADI in the pilot project and will continue to meet in order to further advance 
the utilization of STEADI in other health care systems. 

 The coalition will support our partners at STEADY U by promoting National Falls Prevention Awareness 
Day by assisting them in raising awareness that falls are not a normal part of aging by taking 10 Million 
Steps to prevent falls. Community organizations will host a falls prevention awareness walk of at least 
one mile on Sept. 23 (or any day in September) and invite as many participants as possible. Interested 
host organizations can register their events today at http://www.aging.ohio.gov/steadyu/ 
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Presentations 
 
Key Note 
 
Using the Ohio Automated RX Reporting System (OARRS) and Naloxone to Combat the Prescription Opioid 
Epidemic in Ohio by Cameron J. McNamee, Director of Policy and Communications Ohio Board of Pharmacy. 
 
Presentation attached to minutes. 
 
Member Highlight 
 
Allisyn Leppla presented information on the Maternal Opiate Medical Support (M.O.M.S.) program at 
MetroHealth. M.O.M.S. project is administered by the Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction 
Services http://mha.ohio.gov/Default.aspx?tabid=671. The project is designed to support interventions and 
prenatal treatments that improve outcomes for 300 women and babies while reducing the cost of specialized 
care by shortening length of stay in Neo-Natal Intensive Care Units (NICU). By engaging expecting mothers in a 
combination of counseling, Medication-Assisted Treatment (MAT) and case management, the three-year 
project is estimated to reduce infant hospital stays by 30 percent.  Information about MetroHealth’s mother 
and child dependency programs can be found at  
http://www.metrohealth.org/mother-and-child-dependency-program 
 
Adjourn for Infrastructure Groups 
 
Respectfully submitted Pamela Rudolph and Nicole Hodges 

http://mha.ohio.gov/Default.aspx?tabid=671
http://www.metrohealth.org/mother-and-child-dependency-program

